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as Poinsett was charged with trying to do at the same time in Mexico, 
and led to his early recall. The last group, of twelve documents, 
running from late in 1829 to the beginning of 1831, belong to the mis- 
sion of Patrick Moore. 

Covering the entire history of the relations between the United 
States and Great Colombia, and being in a field where comparatively 
little has been published and where much remains to be published, this 
collection is not only very interesting but very valuable as well, even 
though it does fall far short of being all that its title leads one to expect. 
If the work could have been made large enough to include the full 
text of all documents mentioned, it would have been much more valu- 
able. But that would probably have required more than a single 
volume. It would take many volumes to include all of the documents 
legitimately comprehended by its title. Of the documents merely 
outlined, some are contained in American State Papers, Foreign Re- 
lations; but most of them are not. Of those printed in full some 
appear in English in the same publication. In some cases citation is 
made to the published documents. In other cases no citation appears. 
Several of the documents are also contained in other books, chiefly in 
Spanish, mentioned in the footnotes. 

Unfortunately many errors due to insufficient care in transcribing 
or proofreading, or both, mar an otherwise creditable and useful book. 
For example, on page 301 is mentioned a note of December 20, 1822, 
for which citation is made to American State Papers, Foreign Eelations, 
IV, 851. The year should be 1825, and the volume, V. Many other 
errors in dates and references occur. On page 76, and in some other 
places, David C. de Forest appears as David C. Foster; on page 306 
John Quincy Adams is disguised as John A. Adams; and on page 281 
Iturbide parades under the alias, Ilubirde. 

Wm. R. Manning. 

Treaty Ports in China (A Study in Diplomacy). By En-Sai Tai, Ph.D. 
New York: Columbia University Press. 1918. pp. x, 202. 

Under the direction and guidance of Professor John Bassett Moore, 
Chinese students at Columbia University have produced in recent 
years a number of highly valuable monographs on subjects relating to 
diplomatic and legal questions wherein China is the principal state 
concerned. The latest of this group is Treaty Ports in China. 
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Doctor Tai in his preface distinguishes "treaty ports" from the 
three other types of commercial ports in China. He then proceeds 
with an account of the position of aliens in China in pre-treaty-port 
times, which introduces the body of the thesis, an historical account 
of the opening of the treaty ports and their development. 

The book contains a certain amount of material which is irrelevant 
or a repetition of accounts which have appeared elsewhere in con- 
nection with other subjects. If there was reason to include an account 
of the Whampoo Conservancy, there should also be an account of the 
Peiho Conservancy; and in connection with both there might be men- 
tion of the import duty surtax imposed at the ports benefited by these 
conservancy undertakings as a contribution to their maintenance. 
The statement in the preface that "the boundaries and the foreign 
jurisdiction in these (treaty) ports are also defined by the diplomatic 
documents" needs qualification, as is shown by instances which the 
author cites of controversies as to the limits of a "port." Attempt 
was made in the Treaty of Chefoo of 1876, Article III, subsection ii, 
to provide for delimiting the boundaries of treaty ports, but, although 
arbitrary decisions have been rendered from time to time, this problem 
has never to this day been fully and conclusively dealt with either 
by diplomatic negotiations or by the determination of the Chinese 
Government. 

The author has made exceedingly good use of American, British, 
and French documentary sources; but there is no reference at any 
point to a strictly Chinese source. Studies of this type should in 
every case be given an index, especially when no page numbers appear 
with the table of contents. 

The particular value of Doctor Tai's monograph to students of 
international law, to diplomatists, and to residents in China may be 
found in the concise treatment of the rights of foreigners in treaty 
ports, the description of the municipal administrations and of foreign 
jurisdiction, and the accounts of various incidents and developments 
in very recent years, such as the attempt to extend the Shanghai Settle- 
ments and the French Concession at Tientsin. Especially gratifying 
to the American student is the proportion of attention given to American- 
Chinese relations. 

Following a well-wrought narrative chapter on Foreign Jurisdiction 
in the Treaty Ports, Doctor Tai makes the substance of his concluding 
chapter a plea for the relinquishing of extraterritorial jurisdiction. Is 
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it optimism, is it diplomacy, or is it prophetic foresight that prompts 
him to the assertion, "With Japan as a successful model, China's 
chance of success in inducing the Powers to relinquish their foreign 
jurisdiction is exceedingly great"? (p. 198). 

Stanley K. Hornbeck. 



